
INFORMATION SHEET FOR RESEARCH

Investigating the value of clean water on the Mississippi River

You are invited to be in a research study about the public’s perceptions of the Mississippi River.
This study is part of a long-term social ecological research project throughout the entire river
corridor designed to understand how visitors perceive and value clean water on the Mississippi
River. You were selected as a possible participant because you are visiting the river today. We
ask that you read this form and ask any questions you may have before agreeing to be in the
study.

This study is being conducted by: Bonnie Keeler, PhD, Humphrey School of Public Affairs,
University of Minnesota.

For more information, visit: https://outdoorrd.org/community/visitorscount/vc_mississippi/

Procedures:

If you agree to be in this study, we ask you to send a photo to the chatbot and respond to the
questions it asks. You may stop your participation at any time.

Disclaimer: By submitting any photographs, you agree that the researchers in this study have
the perpetual right to modify the Photographs and publish or republish the Photographs or
portions of the Photographs, in any medium now known or hereinafter developed. You represent
and warrant that (a) the Photographs are original and that you own the rights to your
Photographs, (b) the Photographs do not violate the rights of any third party, (c) the
Photographs have not been altered and do not convey a false or misleading impression, and (d)
any additional information you submit about the Photographs is accurate.

Confidentiality:

During the project, information from this study will be kept private and will be stored securely.
Only the research team, which includes the University of Minnesota and University of
Washington, will have access to information that identifies you. Your identifying information will
not be shared with others outside of this research study. However, organizations that may
inspect and copy your information include the Institutional Review Board (IRB), the committee
that provides ethical and regulatory oversight of research, and other representatives of this
institution, including those that have responsibilities for monitoring or ensuring compliance (such
as the Quality Assurance Program of the Human Research Protection Program (HRPP)).

Any personal information that could identify you will be removed or changed before we publish
any report or share the results or data from this study. Responses will be anonymized and
summarized.
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Voluntary Nature of the Study:

Participation in this study is voluntary. Participants must be 18+ years of age. Your decision
whether or not to participate will not affect your current or future relations with the University of
Minnesota or University of Washington. If you decide to participate, you are free to not answer
any question or withdraw at any time without affecting those relationships. There is no
compensation for participating.

Contacts and Questions:

The researchers conducting this study are: Bonnie Keeler (University of Minnesota) and
Spencer Wood (University of Washington). If you have questions, you are encouraged to
contact them at riverstudy@umn.edu.

This research has been reviewed and approved by an IRB within the Human Research
Protections Program (HRPP). To share feedback privately with the HRPP about your research
experience, call the Research Participants’ Advocate Line at 612-625-1650 (Toll Free:
1-888-224-8636) or go to z.umn.edu/participants. You are encouraged to contact the HRPP if:

● Your questions, concerns, or complaints are not being answered by the research team.
● You cannot reach the research team.
● You want to talk to someone besides the research team.
● You have questions about your rights as a research participant.
● You want to get information or provide input about this research.
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